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A Spirited, Compassionate Adventurer

A small community in Kingston, Tennessee welcomed Betty Morgan into this
world on August 14, 1931. In the face of extremely challenging economic times, she

learned generosity of spirit, respect and empathy for others and a deep appreciation

for the joy that life has to offer. These qualities accompanied her throughout her 81
years and touched the many who shared her journey.

The World Was Her Oyster
Betty’s wanderlust began early: she left home at the age of 16, to the chagrin of her family, to

follow her heart across the country and marry her sweetheart. Life taught her quickly to be self-
sufficient and resilient when her husband was enlisted to Korea and she devoted two years to
raising baby Carl alone. Betty made the most of every situation and as the family grew to include

daughter Linda, fond memories were created during many 4H Dog Shows, TV dinners and
peaceful trailer-camping trips to Easton. Later on, their travels expanded to England, Ireland,
Scotland, Mexico, Copenhagen, Canada, Africa and – her favorite vacation spot on earth –

Hawaii.

Mother Nature, Mother Nurture

Betty taught her children to be compassionate and brave, and supported them in everything they
chose to do and not just with words. Her actions left a bigger impression that any schoolbook or
hymnal could achieve. Whether opening and operating a dog kennel in the 60s to make a

legitimate home for the many wayward animals people would constantly deliver to her care or
graduating from Nursing school and pursuing a fulfilling career her open, giving example was

ever-inspiring.

Feisty and Fun-loving – A Great Friend
Betty’s distinctive laugh was like a beacon to a happy harbour. She enjoyed being with her family,

her many friends and her beloved cats Cindy , Key Cat, Ginger and Precious and dogs Suzie and
Casey. Rain or shine, or storm of the decade, you would find Betty in the audience of Utah’s
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Shakespearian Festivals or seeing five plays in five days on Broadway. She loved reading and
escaping to romantic, exotic locales just as much as she loved the hustle and excitement of casinos

and gambling for fun or tucking into a fine meal of shrimp or lobster. Betty longed for her dream
car: a coral-colored Mustang with fur-covered upholstery but she was quite happy with her blue

Dodge pick-up truck. The vision of five-foot-tall Mom jumping into her pick-up will always be a
funny and fond memory of Betty.

A Legacy of Caring

With her long history of nursing patients, nurturing children and caring for animals, Betty taught
the value of life, never ‘cussing’ or making fun of others. Even after suffering two strokes – the

second of which left her unable to speak or read – she still was able to maintain and express her
inner sense of peace and happiness. She was appreciative of the time she spent with her children
and of the companionship of her friend Holly. Betty passed away on April 4, 2012 in Tacoma,

Washington. Her “Top Cat” Cindy Cher left the earth just two days prior. She is survived by her
sister Joyce Durham and her children Linda Church and Carl “Mike” Tankersley.
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Tribute Wall Betty M. Tankersley
AUG  14, 1931 -  APR  4, 2012

Mountain View Funeral Home, Memorial Park & Crematory shared 10 photos to

the Tribute Album album.

March 18 at 3:15 AM

Anonymous posted:

Linda, I just read about your mom...so sorry for your loss. I remember when we were all at Clover

Park trying to get thru LPN school. Good times, eh? NOT.... :) I remember mostly her smile. My

deepest condolences... Cheryl##imported-begin##Cheryl Garcia Bartell##imported-end##

May 2 at 1:49 PM

Anonymous posted:

Carl and Linda - We never got to meet your mother in person but feel we did get to meet her through

the stories Carl would share at work. There are never the right words to say during this loss but know

that our thoughts and prayers are with you during this great loss and always. Let us know if there is

anything we can do to help, we are with you both in spirit.##imported-begin##Ronelle Gazda and

family##imported-end##

April 14 at 6:38 AM

Anonymous posted:

Mike & Linda - Your mom started out being my 4-H leader and became a very dear family friend. I

loved listening to her stories, she could always make you laugh. She was such a good friend to my

mom. She will truly be missed. Love - Eileen & family##imported-begin##Eileen & Greg Pero and

family##imported-end##

April 13 at 4:41 AM

Anonymous posted:

LindaI'm sorry to see your mom passed away. I remember coming over when we were school mates

and I remember your mom well. It's been almost 40 years but I remember her smile. Sorry for you

loss.##imported-begin##Maureen Hendrix Rickertsen##imported-end##

April 12 at 5:11 AM
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Anonymous posted:

Dearest Linda and Mike - Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers during this great loss

and always. Mom doesn't have internet access but wanted me to leave a message and let you know

that if there is anything we can do and if you need any money to help with services, please let me

know. We love you very much and are with you both in spirit. Much love and prayers - Aunt Joyce

and all your Tennessee cousins (Starr, Ricky, Kim and Traci Beth)##imported-begin##Traci Beth

Durham##imported-end##

April 6 at 7:16 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Betty by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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